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siding with the Amir Itmish Bajasi, these being all the
greatest Amirs and the Karanls Mamluks, another with the
Amir Yashbak, these being the Amirs of the Khassikiyyah
and the Mamluks of the Albak. In Ibn lyas's Chronicle
it is assumed that the reader knows the sense of this name,
and all that we can learn is that it is in antithesis to Jilban.
In 897, after a plague which had carried off great numbers,
the Sultan Kaietbai gave every one of his army, whether
Karanisah or Jilban, a horse that had belonged to one of the
deceased.1 In 865 the Sultan Ahmad b. Inal on the occasion
of a Bedouin raid despatched against them a force wherein
he sent none of the Jilban Mamluks ; this greatly offended
the Karanisah, and they harboured mischief in consequence.2
Now the form Jilban (for which Ajlfib is occasionally sub-
stituted)3 appears to be connected with the verb jalaba in
the sense of importing a slave from a foreign country, which
is often used by Ibn lyas in explaining the origin of a Mamluk
Sultan ;4 the subject of the verb being in such cases the dealer.
The Jilban are at times called the Jilban of a particular
Sultan ;5 whence it would seem that Khalll is right in defining
the Karanisah as early immigrants, though he seems to be
wrong for the period with which we are dealing in the matter
of their numbers and distinction. The etymology of the word
is far from clear; kurnaz in Turkish is a familiar word for
"sly", "cunning", and might serve to describe "an old
campaigner". The practice of differentiating between
different classes of troops in the matter of accession-money
is said to have been introduced by the Sultan Inal in 85T,6
who is charged by the historian with meanness in this
innovation; it is strange that the veterans should receive
less than the new arrivals. In any case we must reject von
Hammer's division of the Egyptian army into Mamluks,
Jilban, who were in the main Abyssinian slaves, and
Karanisah, the lowest class of mercenaries. According to
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